
Hallinan PTO Membership Meeting Minutes 
April 27, 2020 
 
Meeting was conducted virtually utilizing GoToMeeting.  
 
Attendees included Hallinan PTO Board Members: Debi Panning, President; Lisa Decker, President 
Advisor; Sarah Padfield, Treasurer; Nancy Wakefield, Website Communications; and Sarah Walker, Social 
Media Communications.  
Other members in attendance included Principal Melissa Griffiths, LOSD Bond Construction Coordinator 
Dave Lageson, Laura Berta, Brandy Begin, Sara Prohaska, Jen Daniello, Laura Piccard, Kim Soat, Jamie 
Krup, Christine Wynne, Lindsey Hargove, Dan Wakefield, and approximately five others by phone that 
were unnamed on the call. 
 
Debi opened the meeting promptly at 6:30 pm and gave the floor to Dave who gave a general Hallinan 
bond construction update. Frustration was expressed by parents as to why the garden was bulldozed 
without first consulting the parent and neighborhood communities. Dave and Melissa said they are in 
weekly contact and will learn from this experience. The construction timeline was moved up very quickly 
due to the Covid-19 closure and therefore, decisions had to be made quickly. Also, it is more affordable 
to demolish the garden and rebuild it then to salvage the materials. The community is to reference the 
bond website and the Hawk Squawk for further construction updates. Based on the current timeline, 
even with the Covid-19 potential slow downs, Dave felt the project would be on time for school starting. 
Priority is with the interior with the building envelope to follow. 
 
Melissa gave an update on online learning and there were a lot of parent questions and a lengthy 
discussion that followed. Some parents are concerned as to their students not receiving enough 
constructive feedback from teachers and others would like to see more work given to their students. 
Other parents felt like they should be offered more online time with the teachers either individually or 
with Google Chats. One parent offered to put together an end of year video for the 5th graders. Melissa 
encouraged parents to reach out to their teachers and also to respond to the survey that 
Superintendent Lora de la Cruz put out to parents. That feedback to Dr. de la Cruz will be vital to 
improving the online learning. One parent also mentioned that she and other parents are anxious to 
help and to please reach out if the teachers need assistance. 
 
Debi asked for membership to vote on the incoming PTO Board for the 2020-2021 school year. Sarah 
Padfield nominated: Debi Panning for Interim President; Lisa Decker for President Advisor; Sarah 
Padfield for Treasurer; Laura Piccard and Armando Gonzales for Co-President Elects; Nancy Wakefield 
for Website Communication; Sarah Walker for Social Media Communication; and Secretary and 
Treasurer Elect to remain open. Kim Soat seconded and all were in favor. 
 
Debi also gave general updates as to changes that will happen for the remainder of the school year. The 
5th grade celebration committee is still trying to work out something special for the kids. We will still 
have a yearbook and the chair is asking that parents send pictures in of their kids online learning. We 
also are switching to the previous way of ordering school supplies and will not be doing the new bulk 



order for this year. PTO will also be redirecting curriculum funds that were not spent to purchasing 
headphones for all incoming students. 
 
Sarah Padfield gave the Treasurer’s Report. Funds are looking very healthy with over $50k in the 
checking account and $50k in savings. 
 
Debi adjourned the meeting at 8:36 pm. 
 
 


